
Page 1 of 4 

The “I Am Sayings of Jesus                                   Pastor Randy Orndorff 

“I am the Resurrection and the Life”—Knowing God’s Possibilities 

Easter Sunday                                                             April 1, 2018  

Key Text:  John 11:17-26 

I.  Introduction: Jesus died.  Jesus did not stay dead. 

Christ has died!  Christ is risen!  Christ will come again! 

Friends the focus of Easter is that Jesus died and didn’t stay dead.  Because of that, nothing will be the same 

again.   

Sure, the disciples believed Jesus’ death to be tragic Friday into Saturday.  However, on that first day of the 

week when the women and 2 disciples discover an empty tomb and receive an angel’s announcement, “Why do 

you look for the living among the dead?  He is not here, He is risen!”, tragedy suddenly turns into triumph. 

Today we use words like “victory”, “triumph”, “alleluia”, “alleluia”, “alleluia”.  We use words like “hope”, 

“resurrection”, and “eternal life”. 

One Easter morning a pastor entered a local florist shop.  It was a wet, damp, cool, dreary morning.  The clerk 

said, “Terrible day for Easter isn’t it preacher?”  The pastor agreed and thought about his sermon title, “The 

Tragedy of Easter”. 

The clerk continued, “Oh well, tomorrow will be Monday and Easter will be over and everyone will forget 

about it ‘til next year.” 

Friends, that to me would be the tragedy of Easter.  When the flowers fade, and corsages wither, when the ham 

and eggs have been eaten—oh, I remember Easter sunrise services as a child and youth.  The church lawn at 

Relief UMC was packed with people from all around our neck of the woods.  The sunrise service was nice, the 

breakfast was grand.  But, when Monday comes for many people, Easter will be over for another year. 

II.  Focusing on “I Am the Resurrection and the Life” 

I’d invite you to consider a 7th “I Am” saying of Jesus as this Lenten/Easter season we’ve been focusing on 

getting to know God better, Jesus better and ourselves better.  That we are not just made by God, we are made 

out of God and our goal spiritually is to be restored to the image of God. 

You see, Easter is not just a day.  Jesus, as he was heading toward Jerusalem, prior to riding that gray little 

donkey into the shadow of death, walks into a grief-filled, sad situation.  His friend Lazarus has died.  Lazarus’ 

sisters, Mary and Martha, are filled with grief over his sudden illness and death.  There is great weeping and 

mourning and a heaviness in Bethany.  

They had sent word to Jesus that their brother, “the one Jesus loved, was sick”.  They expected Jesus would 

drop what he was doing on the spot and come immediately.  I’m sure they were a little confused and frustrated 

when Jesus decided to stay where he was 2 more days. 

You can almost hear it, can’t you?  “Jesus, where were you?  Why didn’t you come when we called?”   

When Jesus did come he knew what was going to happen.  He arrived in Bethany to a wake.  Many Jews had 

come from Jerusalem to comfort Mary and Martha.  Much like we do with family visitation when a loved one 

dies. 
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III. Martha in a Different Light  

As he approached their home, word came to Mary and Martha.  Martha, busy Martha, who in another story 

always seems to take it on the chin for being so busy, is the one who gets up and heads out to meet Jesus.  “If 

you had been here, Jesus, my brother would not have died.”  I do not hear anger in her voice. I hear some 

disappointment. I also hear faith.  She knows even now God will give Jesus what he asks.   

Jesus looks at this faith-filled woman and speaks those powerful words that wrap up the “I Am” saying of Jesus, 

but actually start us on an eternal path to life. 

“I Am the Resurrection and the Life.  He who believes in me will live, even though he dies, and whoever lives 

and believes in me will never die.  Do you believe this?” (vs 24-26) 

And for whatever bad rap Martha received that day for serving instead of sitting at Jesus’ feet like Mary did, 

Martha is the one who says at this time of grief.  “Yes, Lord, I believe!”  “I believe you are the Christ, the Son 

of God, who has come into the world.” 

IV. Tragic and Triumphant 

On this Easter morning, I believe that is the same kind of faith statement we can make.  Jesus lived, Jesus died, 

Jesus was buried, Jesus rose again, and Jesus lives today.  “Yes, we believe!” 

Yes, his death was a tragedy.  One cannot help but feel deep sorrow over how Jesus was treated.  One of the 

thieves hanging on the cross even comes to Jesus’ defense.  When being mocked by one, the other says, “We 

deserve what we are getting.  This man did no wrong.  Jesus, remember me when you come into your 

kingdom”.  And there, in great pain and agony, is the one who declared: 

 “I Am the Bread of Life” 

 “I Am the Light of the World” 

 “I Am the Good Shepherd and I am the Gate for the Sheep” 

 “I Am the True Vine”    

 “I Am the Way, the Truth, the Life” 

And because Jesus is all of this and so much more to include “the Resurrection and the Life”; out of that Jesus 

tells the man.  “Today you will be with me in paradise.” (Luke 23:43) 

Still, Jesus feels the depth of grief and the pain of Mary and Martha’s suffering and it impacts Jesus deeply.  

John describes it, “When Jesus saw Mary weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled.” (vs 33) 

Can you hear Jesus’ words later in John 14?  “Do not let your hearts be troubled.  You believe in God, believe 

in me.” (vs 1) 

Jesus knows what it means to have a troubled heart.  It makes the Son of God, who is full of grace and truth, 

real to us.  He gets our pain and heartache and suffering through loss.  They take Jesus to where Lazarus’ body 

has been laid to rest.  And John gives us the shortest and most memorized verse in the Bible.  “Jesus wept.” (vs 

35)  Pretty enlightening into the heart of God. 
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V. Roll Away the Stone:  Take Off His Graves Clothes 

Of course, Jesus proceeds to ask that the stone be rolled away; Jesus prays, asking his heavenly Father to raise 

Lazarus so that all the people there would know God sent him and would believe.   

In a loud voice, Jesus calls out: 

“Lazarus, come forth!”  And out of the tomb he walks!  Jesus says, “Take off his grave clothes, and let him go.” 

(vs 44) 

We see in this story, prior to Jesus’ own death, a prelude to that first Easter morning when the stone would be 

rolled away, the grave clothes would be found lying on the table and Jesus would be the resurrection and the 

life.  “He is not dead, he is risen!” 

Friends, Easter is not just a day to get dressed up and come to church and then we forget about it until next year.  

Easter is not just a religious observance.  It’s not just about finding eggs.  Easter is a faith experience.  Easter is 

the experience that comes to men and women, boys and girls when, like the first disciples, they have a personal 

encounter with Jesus Christ and find in him abundant, victorious, everlasting life. 

That’s the reason there’s a place for you to indicate today in our bulletin that you’d like to accept Jesus as your 

Lord and Savior.  It is such a thrilling, life-changing experience how can we let it end on Monday morning? 

 

VI. Living New Here and Now 

Christian faith, believing Jesus died and rose again and is the resurrection and the life involves the power of 

God molding and shaping our lives.   

Author Philip Brooks has said, “The great Easter truth is not that we are to live newly after death—that is not 

the great thing—but that we are to be new here and now by the power of the resurrection, not so much that we 

are to live forever as that we are to, and may, live nobly now because we are to live forever.”  When we get this, 

our perspective on life changes.  We do not have to wait to take our graves clothes off when we die one day.  

We can take our grave clothes off today and live wholeheartedly for God starting right now.  It’s one thing to 

know about Jesus, but do we really know Jesus?  Ask yourself, Do I hunger for more of Jesus?  Is Jesus my 

light and my salvation?  Do I allow Jesus to be my Good Shepherd and have I truly entered through Him, the 

Gate, into a personal, daily walk with God?  In what ways am I abiding in the vine daily?  If I am not, when do I 

plan to start?  And am I intentionally living my life the “Jesus way” and therefore seeing others being drawn  

into a relationship with God? 

VII. Is It Resuscitation or Resurrection 

Rob Faquay, whose book some have used this Lenten season, makes an interesting contrast between Lazarus 

and Jesus.  Lazarus was really resuscitated, Jesus resurrected.  The difference is resuscitation means bringing 

back to life—returning to life the way it was.  And, actually, many of the Jewish religious leaders who saw and 

heard about Lazarus felt their power so threatened that not only did they seek a way to kill Jesus, they wanted 

Lazarus killed, too.   

Lazarus might have said, “Thanks, Jesus, for bringing me back to life so I have to do this all over again!” 

Resurrection means a whole new life.  A different life.  Is what we want for ourselves a resuscitation or a 

resurrection?  Jesus offers a resurrection.  Resurrection brings with it new possibilities.  Yes, I know we desire 

to hold onto the old familiar patterns.  It’s when we live into the resurrection that new opportunities unfold. 

When we lose loved ones, or lose jobs, or lose a relationship or lose our health or lose things we thought we 

believed to be true we want to hold on so badly.  At some point there has to be the acceptance of the new 
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reality, no matter how unwanted it may be.  Only then can we be open to what God has in store for us next.  

That’s what resurrection means.  That’s what it means to take off our “grave clothes”. 

Jesus doesn’t just restore.  Jesus transforms us.  Is that something you are searching for in life?  There are so 

many possibilities for you today.  Jesus offers a way out.  Jesus is the way out.  Jesus is our Resurrection! 

VIII.  Because of Jesus I Am ____________. 

 We’ve included for you a summary prayer of the “I Am” sayings of Jesus for you to take home, put in you 

Bible, and reflect on from time to time.  I’d encourage you to take it out and, as you wait to receive communion 

or after you receive communion, read through it. 

Think about these “I Am” sayings of Jesus.  Then think about who you are because of who Jesus is.  Because 

you know who Jesus is you can better answer the question, “Who Am I?”.   Because of Jesus I am 

_____________.  You fill in the blank.  

And because you better-know Jesus and who you are, how will this shape how you live your life from here on 

out?  Will this Easter remembrance make your Monday, all your Mondays, look any different? 

Like Martha and Mary after their brother died, like the disciples who hid in fear and confusion on Saturday, 

when we face pain and loss and uncertainty, when we lack direction, when life pressures us to care more for 

things, than the things of God, when we feel puzzled about which choices are right, when we feel vulnerable 

and lost, powerless and weary, when we wonder if we are “in” or “out” with God remember we can find hope 

and help and healing, and a place to belong in the One who promises us renewed and abundant life.  He is the 

one who declared “I Am” “I Am the Resurrection and the Life.”  His name is Jesus.  The Great I Am. 

IX.  Closing Prayer 

Let us pray: 

Living and Resurrected Christ,  thank you for your life that gives us life, both now and eternally.  Teach us how 

to leave the past behind and live in the power of your resurrection every day, as a witness to the new life we 

celebrate on this Easter day.   

Prepare our hearts and minds as we prepare to remember your death and celebrate your resurrection as we come 

to your communion table today.  Alleluia! Amen!  Amen! 


