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REQUIRED RULES FOR IN-PERSON WORSHIP 

1. Temperature will be checked prior to entering the church 

building. Anyone with a temperature of 100.4 degrees 

Fahrenheit or higher must return home and worship via 

CUMC’s livestream option. 

    

2. Face coverings are required on church property and must be 

worn after stepping out of a vehicle. 

    

3. Virginia Conference’s Health Acknowledgment Form must 

be completed prior to entering the sanctuary for worship. If 

certain items are checked, admittance into the church building 

is not allowed. 

    

4. No Singing for In-Person Worship. Two music selections will 

be played but singing is not permitted. 

 

5. The required rules must be followed. Anyone who fails to 

comply with the required rules will be asked to leave the 

church property. If anyone refuses to leave because of failure 

to comply, then worship is canceled, and everyone must leave. 
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Grace and Peace, 

 

We are excited to announce CUMC's plans for “second gear” – restarting in-person worship in 

the sanctuary on July 5, 2020 at 11:30am. Again, I want to remind you of the analogy I've used 

for this process: it's like learning to drive a manual transmission vehicle. This second step will 

help us offer two tangible options for the Body of Christ at Culpeper UMC to reconnect with 

one another. To be sure, it will be much different than usual, but we believe it is one more step 

in the right direction. On June 14, 2020, we had our first Drive-In Worship at 8:00am. 

Hopefully through June, this will continue to be one worship option. Our 10:00am Livestream 

Worship will keep happening each week, at least through Stage 2 of the Virginia Conference’s 

re-opening plans.  

 

In order to abide by all the required rules for these stages, we are relying on the Virginia 

Conference guidelines, established in May 2020 and regularly updated. While we are thankful 

to worship on the church grounds, we need your assistance to facilitate this process. As part of 

worshiping together, we need to follow the rules that our Healthy Church Team (HCT) has 

created. These rules help us to stay safe and take care of one another while following the 

direction of both our bishop and the governor.  

 

The rules are not negotiable. If you are unable to follow any of the rules, you must remain at 

home and worship with us online for the 10:00am livestream option. I know this is difficult, but 

in these times of COVID-19, we must do our best to care for everyone's well-being. To be sure, 

we have a lot of learn. It will take patience. It will take God's grace. 

 

Let me offer this prayer, as we move into “second gear”: 

Loving God, thank you for your grace. Lord Jesus, we are blessed with the ability to lay our 

burdens at your feet, no longer carrying the heavy load. To be sure, life is too heavy for us right 

now – dealing with health challenges and social upheaval. Come, Holy Spirit, and make 

yourself known to us today. Convict us of our sins and give us the desire to confess. Restore us 

back into your loving arms – not to seek safety but to be emboldened to build your Kingdom in 

Culpeper as it is in Heaven. Father God, help us as we navigate these difficult steps back to In-

Person Worship. We need each other. We need you. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 

 

Lord Bless, 

Pastor John 
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Rules for In-Person Worship 

 

Please note these are rules, not suggestions. Everyone must abide by these rules in order to 

attend In-Person Worship. These rules are restrictive in order to protect the safety of all who 

attend. The plans for churches returning to In-Person Worship were created by Bishop Sharma 

Lewis and a team from the Virginia Conference of the United Methodist Church. To read more 

rules and Q&A about this process, please visit this website: https://vaumc.org/return/. 

Specifically on that page, the Technical Assistance Manual for Local Churches is the latest 

guide for implementing Stage 2 of the Virginia Conference’s plan. 
 

 

1. Before entering the church on Sunday, a Health Crew member will take your 

temperature. If you have a fever of 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or higher, you must worship 

at home through CUMC’s livestream option.  

2. Everyone must wear face coverings after stepping out of a vehicle. If you cannot wear a 

face covering, please worship at home through CUMC’s livestream option. 

3. There are no age restrictions to attend worship. As long as a face covering is worn, 

physical distance is kept, and the necessary health factors are fine, anyone can attend In-

Person Worship. 

4. Physical distancing requires us to limit seating in the sanctuary to 60 people. In order to 

not exceed our worship capacity, please contact the church office to attend In-Person 

Worship. If space is available on Sunday morning, walk-ins are allowed. 

5. Prior to attending worship, please complete the Virginia Conference Health 

Acknowledgement Form (https://vaumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Health-

Acknowledgement-May-29-2020.pdf) and send the form to the church. This form is 

helpful in two ways: it’s a tracking mechanism to know who attends worship and it 

provides a guideline for who can attend worship based on health conditions. For example: 

if you exhibit two or more symptoms of COVID-19 within the last 14 days, stay home. 

We will continue to offer online worship, so if you are showing any of these signs or feel 

uncomfortable coming, please worship at home through CUMC’s livestream option. All 

forms will be kept in a locked file in the church office. It may be reviewed at any time by 

Pastor John, Pastor Lauren, Rev. Danny Kesner (Charlottesville District Superintendent), 

or someone from Bishop Sharma Lewis’s office.  

6. You must enter the church building from the upper parking lot. The Parking Crew will 

direct you to a parking spot and point you to the check-in station located near the 

sanctuary entrance. 
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7. The Health Crew will manage the check-in stations prior to anyone entering the church 

building. They will:  

a. Check your temperature and make sure it is less than 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit.  

b. Make sure everyone is wearing a face covering.  

c. Verify registration.  

d. Verify the completion of Virginia Conference’s Health Acknowledgement Form 

and make sure the information is still correct. 

e. Find out if non-registered people can attend In-Person Worship based on the 

maximum number of people allowed in the sanctuary due to physical distancing.  

8. The Usher & Greeting Crew will guide people to proper seating within the sanctuary, 

making sure to abide by physical distancing guidelines. 

9. During worship, two music selections will be played or shown on the screens. However, 

no one is allowed to sing. Instead, we encourage humming, clapping, or moving to the 

music. 

10. There will be no bulletin or worship guide provided at the church. All worship materials 

will be emailed prior to worship. It is your responsibility to bring it with you either in 

electronic or printed form.  

11. At the conclusion of worship, the Usher & Greeting Crew will direct each pew to leave 

the sanctuary. Offering will be collected as you exit the building. An offering plate will 

be sitting near an exit door for anyone to deposit tithes and offering. On-line giving is 

still an option, along with USPS or dropping it off at the church office during operating 

hours. 

12. If you wish to volunteer to help organize In-Person Worship, please contact the church 

office.  

13. The Compliance Crew and other weekly volunteers are responsible to warn anyone who 

does not comply to these rules. Anyone who does not comply with the warning will be 

asked to leave the church property. If that person(s) will not leave, worship must end for 

everyone.  
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